A Guide to Wildflowers in Blackmore
Churchyard

Season-by-season notes and simple identification tips

Compiled by the Eco Church Group, Priory Church of St Laurence, Blackmore

Summer 2026

This guide is desighed to help visitors identify some of the most common wild and
naturalised flowers you may see in a UK churchyard. Churchyards often act as small
wildlife refuges, so plants can vary depending on mowing patterns, shade from trees, and
soil type. Use the notes below as a starting point and consider photographing plants for
confirmation later.

How to use this guide

e Look at the leaves first: are they opposite or alternating, narrow or broad, hairy or
smooth?

e Count the petals: 3 (many spring bulbs), 4 (mustards), 5 (many meadow flowers), or
lots (daisies and their relatives).

e Check the setting: short turf, long grass, shady edge, wall base, or around older graves.

o Note the month: flowering season is one of the quickest clues.

o Please don’t pick flowers: photographs and notes are best, especially where plants are
scarce.

Observations

The churchyard includes flowers deliberately planted (e.g., as miniature gardens on
graves), informal planting and flowers which grow naturally (e.g., wildflowers). Some
naturally growing plants such as bramble and buddleia need to be maintained.

For reporting purposes, a ‘Churchyard Map’ was created in spring 2026.
The churchyard is laid out in three zones.
Zone 1

The mostimportant horticulturally is Zone 1 to the east of the church path which includes
around its border:
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Area 1A - Wildflower Garden, sown by schoolchildren in June 2026.

1A)

Area 1B - Easter Garden, informally planted with daffodils by schoolchildren in
December 2025 where no mowing occurs until after the flowering season. This allows
wildflowers to grow.

Area 1C - Shrub Border. This area was regeneratively pruned in August 2025. Clockwise
the following shrubs were observed on 28.3.26: spiraea, variegated holly, cotoneaster,
forsythia, Christmas box, Amelanchier, ragged robin and buddleia (otherwise known as
the butterfly plant). This was the site chosen for the ‘Big Butterfly Count’ in July 2026.

Bramble has reappeared which will need to be removed without the use of herbicide.

Area 1D -“Shed Area”. This area was regeneratively pruned in August 2025 and left fallow.
Moss was noticeable on the headstone to Caton (#C22) with violets by footstone on
28.3.26.

Area 1E - Long Grass, created by the cutting grass in September 2025 allowing
wildflowers to grow. The area contains a stinking iris, a perennial garden plant.’

Area 1F — Cremated Burials lie within the path of the Millenium Garden of Remembrance.

Area 1G-0ld Garden of Remembrance. The area planted with roses, more recently deer-
attacked and, in March 2026, primroses.

Area 1H - Grass surrounding graves closest to the church building.

Zone 2

T A further example observed on 28.3.26 to the north side of the sweet chestnut tree (#2709) in Zone 2.
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Zone 2 is the area between the church footpath and public footpath with stile to waste
ground outside of the churchyard close to the bell tower. Notable within this area is a
planted flowerbed by the porch (#2112) planted with daffodils in bloc, day lilies and
phlox. Spanish bluebells flowered during April. There are trees on the north side bordering
Church Street—two horse chestnuts (#2242 & #2342) having Tree Preservation Orders (T5
&T6), a sweet chestnut close to the tower (#2709), an ash in the middle of the churchyard
bordering the footpath (#2828). A smaller laburnum tree (#2520) and white lilac tree
(#2528) are in front of the rows of gravestones.
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Zone 3 is the twentieth century churchyard to the west of the public footpath. A log pile
(#1203) created in November 2025 is (as of 28.3.26) surrounded by stinging nettles and
cleavers.?

Bramble was noted to be in flower early on 9.6.26 behind the graves of Garner, Snooks
and Lanham in Zone 3 (#1418-20) and profusely in the waste ground area outside the
churchyard behind the Neame bench (#1233). On a warm day look out for butterflies.

Seasonal highlights

Spring (Mar-May): Look for early bulbs and woodland-edge flowers - snowdrops,
daffodils, primroses, violets, and celandines - often concentrated along paths, beneath
trees, and near walls where the ground warms first.

Summer (Jun-Aug): Longer grass can hold meadow species such as oxeye daisy,
buttercups, clovers, knapweed, selfheal, and yarrow. You may also see plants that like
disturbed ground around gravestones, including red campion and herb-robert.?

Autumn (Sep-Oct): Flowers are fewer, but late bloomers (e.g., ivy, some daisies) can be
important for insects. Seed heads and fruits become more obvious - rose hips, berries,
and fluffy “clocks”.

2 Cleavers | The Wildlife Trusts accessed 30 March 2026.
8 Herb-Robert (Geranium robertianum) - Woodland Trust accessed 30 March 2026.
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https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/wildlife-explorer/wildflowers/cleavers
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/plants/wild-flowers/herb-robert/

Winter (Nov-Feb): Focus shifts to evergreen leaves, mosses and lichens on older stones,
plus winter-flowering plants in milder spells. Snowdrops may start appearing from late
January in some churchyards.

Common flowers to look for

Flower How to When Where in Observations | Observations
recognise it the inZones2 &3 | specifictoZone 1
(quick tips) churchyard

Snowdrop Nodding Jan— Under trees, Present but
white flower | Mar along paths, locations
with 3 larger naturalised unrecorded
outer drifts.
“petals” and
3 smaller
inner ones;
narrow grey-
green leaves.

Daffodil* Yellow Feb- | Around Across the The informally
(sometimes | Apr graves, entire planted Easter
white) flower borders, old | churchyard Garden (1B) with a
with a plantings there are no mow policy
central naturalised formally included, on
trumpet; into grass. planted 28.3.26, self-sown

* Easter Garden

S




Flower How to When | Where in Observations | Observations
recognise it the inZones 2 & 3 | specific to Zone 1
(quick tips) churchyard
strap-like daffodils on daisies (white),
leaves; often graves. celandine
in clumps. (yellow),
primroses (both
pale yellow &
red/blue), violets
(purple) and
cowslips (yellow).
Primrose Pale yellow Mar- | Shady In Zone 2 to the | Observed on
flowers with | May edges, west of the bell | 28.3.26 in Easter
a deeper hedge lines, | tower around Garden (1B),
yellow banks. grave of Heath | shrub border
centre; (#2602), by (1C)). shed area
wrinkled side of Gorbell | (1D)
leavesina (#2901)%, and The Long Grass
low rosette. English, Terry Area (1E) has a
(#0205). joyful abundance
of primroses. On
30.4.26 to rear of
Twogood (#F19)
Cowslip® Umbrel of Apr- Clayey Observed on Observed 28.3.26
yellow May meadows Goodwin & in Easter Garden.
flowers rising and Goodwin
above low- pastures (#2735-36)
lying leaves.
Lesser Glossy Feb- Damp To the Observed on
celandine yellow, star- | Apr shade, immediate 28.3.26 in Easter
like flowers; under trees, | west of the Garden, shed
shiny heart- near walls. porch. area. On 30.4.26
shaped East side of by entrance to
leaves; tree (#2709) Garden of
forms Remembrance
carpets early (#Q17).
in the year.
Cuckoopint Large bract- | Mar- Woods and Observed on
(Arum italicum) | leaf and Apr hedge banks 28.3.26 in shed
small area.
poisonous

Stinging Nettle

red flower.”

Observed in
28.3.26 in shed
area

5Including dog violets
8The Observer’s Book of Wild Flowers, p167. In Essex dialect known as paigles, pronounced peggles.
7The Observer’s Book of Wild Flowers, p207



Flower

Red Dead
Nettle

White Dead
Nettle®

Wood
anemone
(Anemone
nemorosa)

Common
bluebell™

Purple vetch

Herb Robert

How to
recognise it
(quick tips)

White flower
of slow
growing
plantin
buttercup
family.
Uncommon.
9

Drooping
bell-shaped
flowers on
one-sided
stems;
narrow
leaves;
sweet scent
(inwarm
weather).

Small purple
flowering
plantinthe
pea family
Small pink
flower

When | Wherein

Mar-
Dec

Mar-

Jun

Apr-
May

Apr-
Oct

the
churchyard

Wooded
corners and
shaded
banks.

Woods,
hedge banks

Observations
inZones2 &3

Observed
28.3.26 large
areainZone 2
by grave of
Brown (#2212)
close to porch.
In Zone 3 by
Hull (#0241)
Observed
28.3.26in
Zone 30on
grave to Hull
(#0241)
Observed
28.3.26 East
side of tree
(#2709)

Observed
28.3.26 East
side of tree
(#2709).
Observed
30.4.26 on
Crowe (#2835),
Gaeley
(#2842),
Lawrence
(#2923)
Observed
7.5.26 by Pratt
(#2911)

Observed
30.4.26 on
Crowe (#2835);
7.5.26 by Pratt
(#2911), on
Boyd (#0111);
8.6.26 on

8 White dead-nettle | The Wildlife Trusts accessed 30 March 2026
9Wood anemone (Anemonoides nemorosa) - Woodland Trust accessed 30 March 2026 and OBWF p19

Observations
specific to Zone 1

Observed 30.4.26
by Martham
(#T16)

Observed 28.3.26
in Long Grass
Area.

Observed 21.4.26
in Easter Garden
and Long Grass
Area

Observed 30.4.26
in Easter Garden

9The BBC reported bluebells are in flower two weeks’ early in 2026. Spring sees earliest blooming

bluebells for decades - BBC Newsround accessed 20 April 2026
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https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/wildlife-explorer/wildflowers/white-dead-nettle
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/plants/wild-flowers/wood-anemone/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/articles/crm1rpdr2gvo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/articles/crm1rpdr2gvo

Flower

Three Cornered
Garlic (allium
triquetrum)™

Wild Carrot'?
(also known as
Cow Parsley)

Speedwell
Germander

Red campion

How to
recognise it
(quick tips)

White flower
with
triangular
stalk grows
up to 40cms.
Edible can
be cultivated
butis
invasive
Small white
flowers on
long tough-
branched
stem

Very small
low lying
bright blue
flowers with
white dot."

Bright pink
flowers with

When | Where in
the
churchyard

Apr-

Jun

May- | Waste

Aug corners of
fields

May- | Pastures

June and
hedgebanks

May- | Shady

Sep edges,

Observations
inZones2 &3

O’Connor
(#1415); 9.6.26
on Crowe and
Kemp (#2931-
32);9.6.26 on
Flatt (#28A13);
15.6.26 on
Pratt (#2911),
Thompson
(#0113)
Observed
30.4.26 by Elm
tree (#2709)
and Caton
(#2708) and on
7.5.26 by
Marriage
(#2701)

Observed
7.5.26 around
Piper (#0202),
on brick plinth
(#0105) and
under
laburnum tree
(#2520)

Last flower
observed
9.6.26 on
Northern
Boundary
(#2641)

" Allium triquetrum|three-cornered garlic/RHS Gardening accessed 30 April 2026

2The Observer’s Book of Wild Flowers, p114
3 The Observer’s Book of Wild Flowers, p190

Observations
specific to Zone 1

Observed growing
quickly into flower
21.4.26 to the
front of Shed area
with one example
on edge of Easter
Garden and
through part on
30.4.26. Observed
30.4.26 in front of
Twogood (#F19)

Observed 21.4.26
in Easter Garden
and on 30.4.26 in
shrub area, by
Twogood (#F19),
shed area,
entrance to
Garden of
Remembrance.


https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/65496/allium-triquetrum/details

Flower

Buttercups
(meadow)

Buttercups
(creeping)

Oxeye daisy

How to

recognise it

(quick tips)
5 notched

petals; softly

hairy stems
and leaves.

Shiny yellow

5-petalled
flowers;
many lobed
leaves...

... creeping
buttercup
may root at
nodes.

Large white
“daisy” with
ayellow
centre; tall
stems;
commonin
unmown
areas.

When

Apr-

Aug

Apr-
Aug

May-
Aug

Where in
the
churchyard
around
walls, less-
mown
areas.
Lawns and
longer
grass;
damper
patches.
Lawns and
longer
grass;
damper
patches.

Meadow-
like long
grass.

Observations
inZones2 &3

Observed
30.5.26 across
churchyard.

Observed
9.6.26 on
Simmons
(#2918);
15.6.26 on
Brazier (#0829)
Observed
30.5.26 on
Speller
(#0718).
Observed
8.6.26 on
Bollen &
Buttleman
(#1332-33).
Observed
16.7.26 by
Martin (#0523)

Observations

specific to Zone 1

Observed 8.6.26
in Easter Garden



Flower How to When  Where in Observations | Observations
recognise it the inZones 2 & 3 | specific to Zone 1
(quick tips) churchyard
Bird’s-foot Small with May- | Grass Observed Observed 4.6.26
Trefoil yellow, Sep 30.5.26 by in Cremated
orange and Martin (#0523); | Burials area (1F)
red flowers 8.6.26 by opposite Easter
Lewsey Garden; 8.6.26 in
(#2920); by Easter Garden;
Martin (#0623). | 9.6.26 elsewhere
in Cremated
Burials area (1F).
White/red Round May- | Grassland, Observed Observed 15.6.26
clover “pom-pom” | Oct especially 30.5.26 across | in Cremated
flower where churchyard, Burials area (1F).
heads; mowing is particularly in
clover leaves lighter. ‘Lawn Area’ in
often show a Zone 2.
pale
chevron.
Nipplewort' Height about | Jul- On waste Observed 8.6.26
1 metre with | Sep'™ | ground and in Shed Area

4 Unidentified vetch, believed to be Bird’s-Foot Trefoil. I-Spy Wild Flowers
. - by - A

. -

NP TS g
LA - d <

¢ Note observed 8 June 2026
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Flower

Cut leaved
Cranesbill"”

Selfheal

Common
knapweed

Yarrow

Ivy flowers

How to
recognise it
(quick tips)
several
branching
stems and
yellow
flowers
Very small
geranium-
like pink
flowers in
grass.

Small purple
flower
spikes; low
growing;
square
stems
typical of the
mint family.

Purple
thistle-like
flower heads
(but not
spiny);
important for
butterflies
and bees.
Flat-topped
clusters of
small white
(sometimes
pinkish)
flowers;
feathery
aromatic
leaves. Can
grow up to
80cm.

Small
greenish-
yellow flower
clusters; not
showy but

When | Wherein

May-
Sep

Jun-
Sep

Jun-
Sep

Jun-
Oct

Sep-

Nov

7 The Observer’s Book of Wild Flowers p68

the
churchyard
borders of
cultivated
fields

Pasture.
Short turf,
sunny
patches.

Short turf,
sunny
patches.

Longer
grass, sunny
meadow
strips.

Dryer grass,
sunny
spots.

On walls,
trees, and
hedges.
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Observations
inZones2 &3

Observed
15.6.26 on
Moore (#0324)

Observed
15.6.26 on
Sheppard
(#2917),
around Martin
(#0424 &
#0626)

Observed
16.7.26 in the
following
locations in
Zone 3: #0315,
1233 and as a
block #0725
(Lawrence) to
#0728 &
#0826.

Observations
specific to Zone 1

Observed 9.6.26
within cut grass
Cremated Burials
area.

Observed 9.6.26
within cut grass
Cremated Burials
area in front of
Ford bench
(#G20). Observed
15.6.26 behind
Gunnell bench
(#G16)

Observed 9.7.26
one example in
Easter Garden.

Observed 9.7.26
within cut grass
Cremated Burials
area, and inside
and outside west
side of Garden of
Remembrance
(1G). Height about
15cm stunted
becauseitis
within mown area.
Als0 9.7.26 at
fuller heightin
Easter Garden.



Flower How to When | Wherein Observations | Observations

recognise it the inZones 2 & 3 | specific to Zone 1
(quick tips) churchyard

often

buzzing with

insects.

Lookalikes and quick cautions

o Bluebells: garden Spanish bluebells and hybrids can appear; native bluebells usually
have narrower leaves and more strongly drooping, one-sided flower spikes. Spanish
bluebells were observed 21.4.26 growing in Zone 2 flowerbed by the porch.

o Buttercups: several species occur; habitat helps (creeping buttercup favours damper
ground and spreads along the surface).

o White “daisies”: oxeye daisy is larger and taller than lawn daisies.

e Always wash hands after handling plants and avoid touching your face - some sap
can irritate skin.

e If you want to confirm an identification, take clear photos of flower, leaves, and the
whole plant (plus habitat) and compare with a trusted field guide.

Wildlife and churchyard etiquette

Many churchyards manage grass in different ways (short paths with longer “meadow”
strips). Please keep to paths where possible, avoid stepping on memorial plantings, and
leave stones and logs where they are - these can be valuable habitats for insects and
other wildlife. If your churchyard has a noticeboard or management plan, it may explain
why certain areas are left uncut.
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